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Immigration topic at December Breakfast

Plan to attend the County Party Breakfast at 8:30 Saturday, Dec. 17, in the Fellowship Hall at Long Branch Baptist Church (on the ground level), 28 Bolt St., Greenville.  (Ryan’s Family Restaurant is no longer serving breakfast.)

The speaker will be Patricia Ravenhorst, director of the S.C. Immigration Victim Network. A Liberty Fellow, she practices law with the Wyche firm.  Please invite guests to hear this expert on immigration law.  
Strength in Unity Reception honoring Hellers postponed
The Strength in Unity reception honoring Trude Heller and the late Max Heller, announced for Jan. 8, has been postponed.  More details will be available when it is rescheduled.    
What’s coming up

The next few months will be busy ones for Greenville Democrats.  Already there is some buzz about the upcoming June primary to nominate our candidates for local offices—who’s running, who’s not—and newly redrawn district lines.
Most who do run will file between noon March 16 and noon March 30 with the county party; U.S. House candidates file with the State Party.
To be filled in November are the Districts 3 and 4 seats in the U.S. House of Representatives; all districts in the S.C. House of Representatives and S.C. Senate; Districts 18, 20, 21, 24, 25, and 27 of  County Council, and county clerk of court, coroner, register of deeds, and sheriff.  Of these, Democrats are the incumbents in Districts 23 and 25 in the S.C. House, District 7 of the S.C. 
Chairman:  David Mitchell, 235-6837
Senate, and District 25 on County Council.

In the new year we can expect activity to increase here in the Obama campaign, which for some months has been registering new voters and getting in touch with those that voted for the first time four years ago.  Obama for Re-election bumper stickers are available at Democratic Headquarters.  Come by 1300 E. Washington St. for one--sorry, we can’t mail them. 

Our part in the presidential nominating process begins at 10 a.m. Saturday, March 3, places to be announced, when precinct presidents will call to order reorganization meetings.  At those caucuses we elect delegates and alternates to the County Convention at 6 p.m. Monday, March 26, at the TD Convention Center.  At the County Convention delegates will be elected to the State Convention at the Columbia Convention Center, May 12.
We get questions…

Here are some of the questions we are asked most often at Democratic Headquarters:
If I vote in the Republican Presidential Primary, can I also vote at Democratic precinct meetings March 3?
No, you can take part in nominating just one candidate for president.  The Democratic Party is not having a presidential primary since Barack Obama has no opposition in 2012.  Instead Democrats start the nominating process at our March 3 precinct meetings.
Can I attend the National Democratic Convention in Charlotte in August?

Our state’s delegates and alternates will be elected at the State Convention in Columbia on Saturday, May 12.  Those that want to run must be registered voters that first attend their precinct meetings, signing a pledge that they did not vote in the Republican presidential primary, then be elected delegates or alternates to the County and State conventions.  A very limited number of spaces for spectators at the National Convention will be awarded in daily lotteries. If, however, the last evening’s event is moved to a larger place, such as the Bank of America Stadium, spectators can be accommodated.

How can I volunteer with the party?  

In a month or so expect local candidates to be asking for help.  At this time working with the Obama campaign, which has been active in Greenville for some time, is your best bet.  Get in touch with Shirley Scott (who is organizing teams to telephone and go door to door to talk with voters) at 979-5610 or 676-1971 or bmwmom1@aol.com.
When is Democratic Hdq. open?

We’re open 9 a.m.-3 p.m. on weekdays and often at other times.  Call 232-5531 before you come.  You will find Ed Jones and Jim Leppard here Mondays; Sapp Funderburk and Anne Holleman, Tusdays; Ann Funderburk and Jessie Wofford, Wednesdays; Janis Crowe and Jennifer Smith, Thursdays, and Saleem Shabaz and Floyd McGurk, Fridays.  If you need to visit at other times, call Joanne Montague, 370-1278.
Treasurer names recent financial contributors

Treasurer Anita LeBold reports the following generous Democrats have made recent financial contributions:  
Ditty Abrams, Betty Bostic, Susan Cyr, Dr. Roland Doepner, J.M. and Councilwoman Lillian Brock Flemming, Mary and Richard Foster, Dee Gibney, Jean and Griff Griffith.

Allan Jenkins, Leo and Stephanie King, Councilwoman Jil Littlejohn, Harold and Linda McKay, John and Laurel Melson, Elaine and Joe Norwood, the Rev. Jim and Joyce Patterson, Maybelle Randolph, the Rev. Jonnie Terry, and Sam Zimmerman Jr. 

Briefly noted

The speaker for a meeting of Democratic Women at 12:15 p.m. Monday, Jan. 9, will be Donna Dewitt, president of S.C. AFL-CIO, a coalition of labor unions.  Call 232-5531 closer to the date for the place.  (If you get this newsletter in time, you will be welcome to attend the club’s Holiday Party, 2 p.m.-4 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 11, at the offices of Fulton & Barr, 215 W. Stone Ave., Greenville.  If you can, take unwrapped new socks or underwear for girls or women, to be distributed at shelters.)  


Much thanks to Ann Funderburk, Stephanie King, Sharon Klompus, Floyd McGurk, and Saleem Shabaz for helping distribute The Bray last month.  (We send the party newsletter via post office mail and by e-mail.  If you are getting a paper copy but want e-mail, or vice versa--or if you need both--let us know at 232-5531 or headquarters@greenvilledemocrats.com.

Plan to attend the Martin Luther King Dream Weekend Diversity Banquet, 7 p.m., Friday, Jan. 12, TD Convention Center.  Tickets are available at mlkdreamweekend.com. or write JPRINCE@uscupstate.edu.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ 
CAN YOU HELP?

Without financial contributions from loyal, generous Democrats, the County Party could not operate.  Please send whatever you can to 1300-J E. Washington St., Greenville SC 29607.  
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